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We wish our Jewish friends a Happy & Holy Hanukkah! (Feast of Dedication).

Messiah: King, Priest & Triumphant Victor!
Psalm 110

Dr. Deane J. Woods

AUSTRALIAN voters went to the  
 Polls earlier this year. Americans  
 had the option of voting for their 

choice of President in November. With 
“Down Under” voter lines snaking out of 
the Booth doors, stretching endlessly to 
nearby streets, and voters’ patience often 
running thin, some interesting comments 
were reported as being “overheard” by 
in-line bystanders. They immediately typed 
pithy statements into their Smartphones. 
Social Media went on to expose their 
reports around the world. 

Two in particular caught this writer’s 
attention. Leaving aside some “one 
liner ‘gems’” he has heard from 
politically-disillusioned, long-time 
American friends, he read of one 
typically layed back, easy-going, 
Aussie larrikin who, as he slavishly 
filled in his 1.5 metre (4’ 9”) Senate 
voting paper, was heard to quip: 
“This is taking longer to write than 
the Dead Sea Scrolls!”.

The other classic came from the 
lips of a curious 6 year old boy 
as he watched his dad rolling up 
his completed, “Dead-Sea-Scroll-
length”, voting paper and carefully 
forced it through the narrow slot of an 
over-stuffed Return Box. As he looked 
longingly at his dad, he was heard to ask, 
whimsically: “When will they tell you if 
you’ve won the prize, Dad?”

In this present series of studies “Messiah 
in the Psalms”, we are introduced to 
someone who “overheard” more than a 
“‘one liner’ comment” from a fun-loving 
Aussie, or the longing expectation of a 
devoted son who expected only “the best” 
for his dad. 

Psalm 110 is another “messianic” Psalm 
in the Book of Psalms. Jewish friends refer 
to it in the “Tenach”. It is found in the third 
major section, The Writings (cf Lk 24:26-
27, 44). It revealed David “overhearing” 
a majestic, divine conversation between 
the LORD (Yahweh, God the Father) and 
David’s Lord (Adonai, the Messiah). The 
“Anointed One” (Christ) would sit at the 
Father’s right hand (the place of honour), 
until His Second Coming, at which 
time His enemies would be completely 
subjugated to Him. In particular, the Psalm 

verse 4 was cited another 4 times. Most 
notably, the writer to the Hebrews quoted 
or alluded to this Psalm on 10 occasions. 
Further, we know that David wrote 
Psalm 110 because Jesus and Peter 
both confirmed that fact in Mt 22:43; 
Mk 12:36; Lk 20:42 and Acts 2:32-35. 
To cite another fundamental fact, David, 
as a prophet (as well as King), wrote 
specifically about the Messiah (Acts 2:20; 
2 Sam 23:2). 

Thus, the present investigation comments 
on Messiah’s roles as explicitly revealed in 

the text. These are:

1. Messiah: Crowned,
Exalted King

David, the poet-prophet king of 
Israel, began his “overheard” (better 
“revealed”; cf 2 Sam 23:2; Acts 
2:30) divinely spoken “Oracle” (for 
such it is, as is seen in the literal 
rendition of the original Hebrew text) 
with a description of a heavenly 
Court Room scene depicting a regal 
conversation. Consider the divine 
proclamation recorded in verse 1:

The LORD said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand,

Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” 
(Emphases added)

This was a summary statement, further 
amplified in verses 2 and 3. David certainly 
could not have been writing about his 
own descendants, for no Jewish king was 
ever a priest, let alone “a priest forever” 
(vs 2; 2 Chr 26:16-23). Neither had any 
“ordinary” Jewish king (up to his time, 
nor in the perceived future), conquered 
all the rulers of the entire world (cf vs 
6). No! David’s “Lord”, the Messiah and 
King, was addressed by the Father to 

recorded that Messiah would combine 
three distinctive, yet inter-related roles:  
(1) King (vss 1-3); (2) High Priest (vs
4) and (3) Triumphant Victor (vss 5-7).
The first two verbal portraits referred to
aspects in the Past; the third focused on a
yet Future dramatic event in which He will
be the main “Player”!

Psalm 110 (the second shortest in the 
Psalter after Psalm 117 with its 2 verses), 
was quoted or alluded to more times in 
the New Testament than any other Old 
Testament passage. Verse 1, for example, 
was quoted more than 25 times, while 
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be seated at His right hand (the place 
of authority, having been exalted) for a 
divinely appointed “gap” period in time, 
before going forth as the “Divine Warrior” 
to vanquish His enemies.

It will be recalled that Jesus referred to 
this informative, prophetic verse in his 
question posed to his perpetual critics, 
the scribes and Pharisees. He had ridden 
into Jerusalem on the foal of a donkey 
(Mt 21:9), cleansed the Temple (vss 
12-15), then been challenged as to His 
authority (vs 23), answering 
with astute wisdom (vss 24-27). 
Matthew then recorded that 
the One whom he presented 
as “King of the Jews” in His 
Gospel narrative, taught in 
pointed parables which were 
intended to reveal the fact that 
His rejection by his critics fulfilled 
Old Testament prophecy (21:33-
22:14). 

After further debate, His teaching 
was shown to surpass all His 
opponents (Mt 22:29-33). Jesus 
then proceeded to ask his 
detractors a question: “What 
do you think about the Christ, whose 
son is He?” They said to Him, “The son 
of David.” He said to them, “Then how 
does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ 
saying, “The LORD said to My Lord, “Sit 
at Your right hand, until I put Your enemies 
beneath Your footstool?” If David then 
calls Him “Lord”, how is He his son?”  
(Mt 22:41-45). 

The debate was over! Jesus had won the 
verbal sparring match, decisively! His deity 
was now proven; His claim to Kingship 
and Messiahship was justified and 
therefore must now be acknowledged! 
But they would not do so, as John later 
recorded, inspired by the Holy Spirit  
(Jn 10-11; 19:15).

While the Messiah was to share in the 
power and prestige of Yahweh’s reign, 
there was a “gap” indicated between the 
time of His exaltation (note the term “Sit”) 
and His triumph (note the prophetically 
significant word, “till”). Messiah’s enemies 
would ultimately be vanquished at a later 
time (vs 6), but not in the immediate 
present. Here is one of the Scripture’s 

telling, prophetic “untils”. The others are 
found in Luke 21:24; Matthew 23:37-
39 and Romans 11:25-26a. All have 
to do with either Jerusalem or Israel 
as a nation! What striking “identifiers” 
these are in God’s Prophetic Panorama, 
culminating in Jesus’ Second Advent and 
the establishment of the Kingdom in the 
Millennium!

David then went on in verses 2 and 3 
to give further detail associated with 
Messiah’s return to planet earth.

The LORD shall send the rod 
of Your strength out of Zion.                                                             
Rule in the midst of Your enemies.                                                                                                   

Your people shall be volunteers 
in the day of Your power;                                                                   
In the beauties of holiness, 
from the womb of the morning,                                                                
You have the dew of Your youth.

Clearly, David referred to that future victory 
of Messiah over His foes. Ferocious 
enemies would resist Him (vs 2); in 
contrast, His faithful, willing followers 
would revere Him (vs 3).

The time would come when Jehovah 
would hand over the sceptre (a symbol 
of a King’s right to rule) to Messiah and 
He make His enemies “the footstool of 
His feet” (literal translation). This was also 
referred to in Psalm 2. At His Second 
Advent (“the day of Your power” in which 
the Millennium will be established), 
Messiah would rule sovereignly over the 
earth from “Zion”, (i.e., Jerusalem). 

Note well the positive connotations of 
verse 3. There would be a host of “free-

will” volunteers who gladly responded 
in following their Messiah-King. Neither 
should the reader miss the fact that 
David pictured them as “priests”, for he 
said they were “clothed in holy array”. 
This is important for at least two reasons: 
First, the phrase “beauties of holiness” 
reflected Ps 29:2. There it was stated 
that His people were to “worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness”. This 
meant that they were to worship Him in 
the (awesome, kingly) splendour of His 

holiness! The garments of priests 
in Moses’ and David’s day were 
described as “holy garments” (Ex 
28:4; Lev 16:4). 

Second, it paralleled what John 
would later say in his Apocalypse 
(See Rev 19:11). Thus the readers 
are to understand David as saying 
that the Lord’s army was pictured 
as an army of priests (cf also 1 Pt 
2:9-10; Rev 1:5-6). The figure of 
dew falling in the early hours of the 
morning pointed to the freshness 
and enthusiasm of a multitude 
of Messiah’s followers who have 
“volunteered freely” to do so.

Let us pause for a moment of quiet 
reflection before moving on in our 
investigation of this magnificent 
messianic Psalm. By way of application, 
prayerfully ponder three questions as you 
meditate on the first three verses:

•	 Do	I	“listen	to	His	voice”	(and	
“overhear” the Triune Godhead’s 
conversations, so to speak) in the Holy 
Scriptures each day? (As a spiritual 
exercise, why not consider “digging 
out” the words of that old “Classic 
Song”, “I Come to the Garden Alone” 
and meditate on C. Austin Myles’ 
challenging words)?

•	 Do	I	live	my	life	in	the	light	of	Jesus’	
Second Coming?

•	 Do	I	report	daily	as	a	redeemed	
warrior-priest who is “volunteering 
freely” (Ps 110:3) to “the Captain of 
(my) salvation” (Heb 2:10) for whatever 
duty He might assign me at that time? 
(Remember Paul’s words to Timothy in 
this regard in 2 Timothy 2:3-4)!
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2. Messiah: Consecrated, Eternal 
High Priest

Whereas David recorded an announce-
ment in terms of an “(overheard divine) 
Oracle” in verse 1, now in verse 4 he 
elaborated next with the pronouncement 
of a solemn, divine “Oath”,

The LORD has sworn                                                                                                                           
And will not relent,                                                                                                                                
“You are a priest forever                                                                                                                 
According to the order of Melchizedek.”

Without doubt, this is the heart of  
the Psalm, as Yahweh’s “oath” 
most surely indicated. Another 
consideration that this is so was 
demonstrated by the fact that the 
writer to the Hebrews based his 
arguments of chapters 5-7 on 
the truth of this verse. The oath is 
doubly solemn because Yahweh 
vowed He would never change 
his mind (4a), and also because 
Messiah combined the offices and 
roles of “priest and king”, just like 
Melchizedek” (4b;cf Gen 14:18; 
Zech 6:12-13; Jer 30:21). 

It must be remembered that 
this obscure, Old Testament figure, 
Melchizedek, who suddenly appeared 
in Genesis 14, then quickly passed from 
the scene, was a Gentile. He did not 
descend from Abram. He was the “king 
of Salem” (“peace” - Gen 14:18), and 
“priest of the Most High God (Hebrew: 
El Elyon). So Messiah, the One who is 
“King-Priest”, would emulate Melchizedek 
in the combination of these two offices 
and also, just as nothing was known of 
Melchizedek’s “origin” or “destiny”, so 
Jesus was depicted in Hebrews 7:1, 11-
28 as being “without father and without 
mother” (vs 3) and living according to 
the “power of and endless life” (vs 16). 
He is therefore (by implication), “eternal”. 
Finally, in His King-Priest role, “He always 
lives to make intercession for (redeemed 
believers)” – verse 25.

Furthermore, just as Abram saw 
Melchizedek to be associated with 
the victory God had given him over 
Chedorlaomer, so Messiah was said to 
be victorious in battle against all anti-God 
forces – a matter to be next discussed in 
verses 5-7.

However, before investigating those 
verses, three additional questions arise for 
the reader, by way of application:

•	 Do	I	realize	that	Jesus	(“Yeshua”)	the	
Messiah while presently “seated at the 
right hand of the Father” (Heb 1:3), 
is there as my Great High Priest and 
Intercessor (Heb 9:25)?

•	 Do	I	live	my	life	in	practical	terms	in	the	
light of this scriptural truth? If not, am I 
willing to change?

•	 In	Romans	8:26-27,	Paul	told	us	
that “the Holy Spirit Himself makes 
intercession for us with groaning 
which cannot be uttered … because 
He makes intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God”. The 
immediate context of this verse is 
the believer’s journey “from suffering 
to glory” (vss 18-30). How does my 
prayer life and the intercessory ministry 
of the Holy Spirit “combine” to relate 
to the “pain and sufferings” believers 
experience in their spiritual pilgrimage 
to heaven? (Look up Colossians  
1:20-23f in this regard).

3. Messiah: Conquering,  
Triumphant Victor!

David concluded his three-fold reported 
vignette of the Messiah in dramatic terms. 
In contrast to verses 1, where his “Lord” 
(the Messiah) was said to be “seated” at 
the right hand of Yahweh, now in verse 
5, his “Lord” (the Messiah) is “standing 
in battle” as the all-conquering Warrior 
against His foes.

The final verses stated:

The Lord is at Your right Hand                                                                                                            
He shall execute kings in the day of His 
wrath.                                                                                       

He shall judge among the nations,                                                                                                           
He shall fill the places with dead bodies,                                                                                                  
He shall execute the heads of many 
countries.                                                                                       

He shall of the brook by the wayside;                                                                                          
Therefore He shall lift up the head.

The description here presented a picture 
of complete and total victory for 
Messiah over all His enemies. 
He will “execute kings” in the 
day of His judgemental wrath. 
That is, He would “shatter” them 
or as the text literally states, 
“break kings in pieces”! This 
category of leaders would be His 
most powerful opponents, but 
they would be “no competition” 
for this all-conquering Victor. 
Further, He would “judge among 
the nations and fill then with 
(corpses)”. These prophecies will 
be fulfilled in the consummatory 
campaign of the Armageddon 
battles, climaxing in the Second 

Coming of the Lord, Jesus Christ (Rev 
19:15). In short, Christ’s victory will be be 
overwhelmingly triumphant!

The Psalm closes in what may 
seem at first to be enigmatic. But by 
understanding it in the total context 
of the Psalm, it fittingly concludes the 
whole revelation of Messiah. Messiah, 
now all conquering over His enemies, 
was revealed as stooping to drink water 
from a (fast-flowing) stream. Then, 
strengthened by that refreshment, with 
uplifted head, ventured forth in renewed 
vigour, triumphant that His victory over all 
anti-God forces was now complete and 
everlasting!

Conclusion:

We conclude this study of David’s 
“overheard”, majestic conversation of 
God, the Father, and the Messiah in the 
Throne-room of heaven, with these few 
thoughts. 

First, David would have been encouraged 
by this revelation from God, especially if 
he (through the Holy Spirit – 2 Sam 23:2; 

Jesus, our Great High Priest 
hashas

“passed through the heavens”

“and will   wwwwwwwwiiiiwwwww tttthhhttttt ccclllooouuuuddddssssdddddd ,,,,with clouds, 

aaaaaannd evevv ryyr eeeyyeeeyyy sssshhhhhaaaaallllllll ssseeeee HHHiHH mmmmii ,,,,and every eye shall see Him,
eeevvvevv n thtt ey wwhhhwww ooo pppiieeerrrcrr eeedd HHHHiiiHHHH mmmiiii ..even they who pierced Him.

Annnndddddd aaalllll of ttthhhtttt ee ttrrttt iirr bbiii es of thhhtt eee eartrr hhttAnd all of the tribes of the earth
wiww lii lll mmournrr bbbbbeeeccaaause oof HiHH mmii . EEvvveevvv n ssoo.. AAAmmmeennn””..will mourn because of Him. Even so. Amen”.

come again 

((((HHHHeebb. 44:1144;;RRev.vv 11:66))(Heb. 4:14;Rev. 1:6)
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Acts 2:30) wrote Psalm 110 after his 2 
Sam 7:7-14ff experience. It would have 
inspired hope in the one-time shepherd-
boy, now King. Maybe it was a more 
humbling experience for him as he was 
made to realize more than ever before 
that his “kingdom” was incomparable to 
the coming future Millennial “Kingdom” 
of Messiah. Whatever might have been 
the case, he gave us a matchless, 
majestic Psalm that engenders faith 
and hope to all who personally believe 
and receive Messiah.

Second, consider how pertinent this 
Psalm was to our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
His Incarnation on earth. It must have 
given Him comfort and reassurance 
as “True Man of true Man” (while at 
the same time being “True God of true 
God”). His messianic consciousness 
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit - 
by which He was conceived (Lk 1:35), 
with which He was “filled” (Lk 4:1), 
through which He was guided (Lk 4:1-4ff), 
anointed and empowered to do ministry 
(Acts 10:38), surrendered Himself to the 
Cross (Heb 9:14) and finally by Whom 
He was raised from the dead (Rom 1:4) 
- inculcated the promise not only of His 

resurrection after the Cross, but also His 
ascension and exaltation to the Father’s 
right hand. In the Father’s perfect time 
“for the Day and the Hour” of His Coming 
again, the promise would be fulfilled: He 
would return in great power, might and 
glory to subdue all anti-God forces and 

establish God’s reign on and over the earth. 
Included in this, the “Kingdom” would be 
restored to Israel (Acts 15:16) when the 
house of David would be “rebuilt!”

Third, as we have noted, this Psalm gave 
the Lord Jesus Christ irrefutable “proof” as 

to His eternal identity and deity (Matthew 
21-22, especially Matthew 22:41-46).

Fourth, and finally, here is an apropos 
word of challenge to you, my dear Jewish 
of Gentile reader.  

If you were to be alive on earth at the 
time the Lord Jesus Christ comes 
the second time, would you meet 
Him as your Messiah and Saviour, or 
will He (unexpectedly) arrive as your 
Judge? On the other hand, if you 
were to die right now as you read 
this article, where would you spend 
eternity? Would it be in Heaven with 
Him and all His “redeemed”, or in 
Hell, separated and isolated from 
Him and all others there, in eternal 
“lostness”, wretchedness, anguish 
and pain forever, just as Luke 16:19-
31 described?

The good news of God’s Gospel is 
that He so loved you that He sent His 

only begotten Son (Jesus the Messiah) 
into the world to die for you and make the 
only way of salvation possible. You can 
be reconciled to Him by faith, and spend 
eternity rejoicing and worshipping in His 
presence “with His people”! On the basis 
that He has done everything in His once-
for-all death, resurrection, exaltation and 
endless life, all you have to do is this …

Jewish or Gentile friend …                                                                                                         

•	 Choose	Life!	

•	 Choose	Messiah,	Yeshua	(Jesus)!	

•	 Choose	Hope!	

… and you will be personally assured of 
your eternal salvation, because the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob promises 
it to anyone who does so! (Is 53:4-6; 1Jn 
5:10-13).
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&                                                                                                                                                                        
A NEW YEAR FILLED WITH HIS ABUNDANT BLESSINGS! 
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Messiah,
Triumphant Victor,

King
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